THE FREE RADIO

The only independent radio in Donetsk
region broadcasting local news highly
relevant and tuned in and to the people
living in the area

OUR MISSION
Serve the needs of people to access non-biased and credible information

Our objectives
Strengthen the civil
society in war-affected
Donbass.

Become a voice to and of
disadvantaged communities
and individuals.

Spread the idea of positive
change.

Provide population with an
alternative to biased or
politically-driven media

Focus Areas
•

Transparent local governance

•

Civic and Human rights protection

•

Socially significant information

LETTER FROM
DMYTRO KOZIARSKYI
We believe that the strategy of
independent regional media development
could give an answer to those challenges.
Financial independence of the latter could
ensure the access of the locals to
unbiased and credible information. Finally,
independent local media could highlight
what was underreported or intentionally
forgone by the local administrationcontrolled broadcasters, and talk openly
about the actions of local government
elites.

Donbass news envelope Ukrainians on a daily
basis: on-line, over radio and through talk
shows. Sadly, over time, those buzzing and
recurring reports pile up and transform into a
dry “background noise”, which most people stop
noticing.
As the time goes by, we often forget the lives of
the real people and their communities are
hidden behind the faceless statistics and formal
wording.
The problems of the East slowly become
“somebody
else’s”
headache.
This
depersonalization is dangerous, since it dilutes
the fabric of our togetherness.
To change this, Donbass must get a voice,
which the rest of Ukraine would hear. A voice,
which could talk straight, loud but tranquil and
without intermediates about the problems of
the local residents and their vision of the future.
However, a Ukrainian “friendly voice” must also
appeal to Donbass and provide the local
residents with an alternative to propagandist
media and their strategy of fear-inculcation,
designed to steer up the conflict and raise
tensions. But for this voice to be heard, one
must pursue the right approach.
The residents of the JFO zone are more
concerned about their immediate future and
everyday problems than about Kyiv’s political
tug-of-war. News and media stories, distributed
by the mainstream Ukrainian media often
simply do not make sense to the local residents.
Speculative or tabloid narratives are not
relevant to them, since they are detached from
their everyday reality. Again, the informational
flow turns into a background noise.

News, prepared in the eye of the events by
the local journalists who are well aware of
the situation in the region, could become
for the whole Ukraine a viable source of
information about the developments in
Donbass.
The Free Radio has already made its first,
but a very important step towards
implementation of this strategy.

Based in Bakhmut and Hirnyk, our radio has become a first,
financialy independent and truly local media, which aims to
break the informational vacuum in the region. In our
broadcasting, publications and video reports we are serving
the need of residents of the Donetsk region to access highly
relevant and unbiased local news and alternative
viewpoints. Indeed, we can be proud of our first
achievements. The Free Radio is being listened to, read, and
watched. Our audience is steadily growing.

A long, but fascinating way lays ahead. We will continue
to expand our coverage and programming.
It is going to be interesting - we can promise it. We shall
meet hear on the air!

DMYTRO KOZIARSKYI
co-founder of the Free Radio

As a result, many turn their attention to
separatist and Russian propagandist media that
are happy to fill the void of local broadcasters
and indoctrinate the population.

freeradio.com.ua
+38 (099) 041 37 47 info@freeradio.com.ua

Today, the residents of Ukrainian Donbass (especially in JFO zone) find themselves in informational
vacuum. The on-going armed conflict has dramatically affected the way locals receive and perceive
information distributed through media.

Key Issues

censorship flagrant in occupied
territories

lack of alternatives to entrenched
and biased regional media

disregard of the locals to
mainstream Ukrainian media

The lack of alternatives to entrenched media and the absence of independent regional
broadcasters casts a shadow over the situation in Donbass. The information void is further
aggravated by a media censorship flagrant in occupied territories and limited availability of
conventional Ukrainian media.
The Ukrainian mainstream media are often inaccessible to the residents due to a number of
technical reasons, including signal quality. To make things worse, their programming is perceived
as irrelevant by the inhabitants of war-scarred territories. The limited attention paid to the local
news and events is to blame as major Ukrainian media mostly report on Donbass, but rarely for
Donbass.

As the population in these and adjacent area remains under the influence of fake news
broadcasters, this unilateralism stirs up the conflict in Eastern Ukraine. The dearth of the
alternative entrenches secessionist political overtones among the audience. Most importantly,
media of so-called DPR and LPR not only capitalize upon the unrivalled opportunity to indoctrinate
the population but also alarmingly fill in the void of reliable local broadcasters in adjacent Ukrainecontrolled territories.

Free Radio’s aims and ways to achieve them
Report not only on Donbass, but also for Donbass
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Enhance media competition. Support of transparent
governance
Disseminate local news, intentionally underreported or foregone
by the entrenched administration-controlled media.

Strengthen and facilitate the development of civil society in
the war-affected region
Create content, socially relevant for the inhabitants of the region.
Media and publicity support of local educational initiatives in the
areas of language, regional history, culture, and grass-roots civil
society

Chipping away the level of support for secessionist
sentiments
Broadcasting in Russian as well as in Ukrainian to reflect the diverse
linguistic environment. Programming designed to contribute to the
consolidation of country by overcoming stereotypes about different
regions of Ukraine and increasing awareness about your own homeplace

Equip local activists with a toolkit to spread the ideas
of positive change
Provide local activist with means to spread their message
(broadcast and website). Cybersecurity and media literacy
training for journalists, and local civic activists

Make sure that the voices of local disadvantaged communities
and individuals be heard
Programming dedicated to civic and human rights protection

Help local residents develop a more constructive and
critical approach to the information provided by the
mainstream media
Address the “fake news” problematics. Provide the public with practical
advises on how to verify the credibility of the information
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What we achieved

30,000+

500,000+

700+

1,800+

3, 000, 000+

freeradio.com.ua
website visitors

reached through social
media

published materials

news & programmes
broadcast hours

live in the territory
covered by our FM
signal

“The Free Radio Territory” is a 24 months initiative aiming to firmly establish the Free Radio
on the regional media market, expand its operations and develop its audience. The
initiative has three main components: financial, informational, and operational.

Establish and develop a completely independent regional media in
Ukrainian Donbass

Financial
Raise funds through grants,
crowdfunding and donations to
secure the means required to
achieve the strategic aims of the
Free Radio.
Ensure financial independence to
keep the Free Radio independent.

Operational

Informational
Raise the awareness about the Free
Radio among the population. Reach
out to the potential audience.
Raise the awareness about the Free
Radio among the key players of
regional
and Ukrainian
media
markets.

Develop the Free
broadcast network

Radio’s

Establish the Free Radio as a
popular regional online media
Streamline the Free Radio’s
operations.
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Milestones
December 2017

April 05, 2018

The Free Radio won the competition of The National Council of
Television and Radio Broadcasting of Ukraine for the right to
broadcast on the FM frequency in the Donetsk region

Broadcasting in Bakhmut begins

January 9, 2018
An official FM broadcasting License was
granted to the Free Radio

September 3, 2018

June 19, 2018

Android application launched
(https://goo.gl/11BJXj)

The Free Radio receives a temporary permit for
broadcasting in the city of Hirnyk. Free Radio now has the
potential to broadcast on the occupied territories

August 01, 2018
The Free Radio has started to receive support from EED
Fund

September 18, 2018

October 18, 2018

October 2018

Website launched
(https://freeradio.com.ua)

Broadcasting in Hirnyk begins

New exclusive programmes. Educational series (regional
history, language) and psychological support series (for
individuals, affected by the conflict) are now aired

End of Fall/Beginning of Winter 2018 – IOS application launch
The First Quarter of 2019 – Obtain co-funding required to increase
the staffing and expand the broadcasting area. Now the Free radio can pursue
all of its strategic goals, including the production of new exclusive
programmes, interviews and journalist investigations

The Second Quarter of 2019 –

Launch civic and human rights dedicated programming, including down-to-earth advice concerning law and
interactions with local authorities

End of 2019 – Crowdfunding campaign
The second quarter of 2020 – Receive the last required co-funding
tranche. Expand the operations and start to produce 30% more content

End of 2020 – Reach 200,000-300,000 website visitors annually. Social
media 1 500 000-2 000 000 annually

End of 2020 – Expansion the broadcasting area, now including by 3 500
000 residents

End of the initiative lifespan – the Free radio is now a self-reliant
broadcaster with the significant audience and in good standing with the local
population.
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Our FM Network

As of today, the Free Radio is broadcasting using the local TV-towers in Bakhmut (with 0.2kWh power
and on 91.5MHz frequency) and in Hirnyk (with 1kWh power, on 92.0MHz frequency). The transmitter
Hirnyk gives the Free Radio the potential to broadcast on occupied territories.
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Our website and mobile
application

The Free Radio positions itself
not only as FM-radio but also
as an online media.
Our website, freeradio.com.ua,
besides broadcasting, also
serves as an online newspaper.
The Free Radio’s website is
updated daily to provide the
residents of the Donetsk region
with the highly relevant news.
We also broadcast via an
Android application
https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=trc.vilneradio

An IOS application is currently
under development

Our Expertise and
Experience
The Free Radio team consists of people
with significant expertise in journalism,
business
administration
and
NGO
management.

The founders of the Free Radio have a
record of successful projects and
initiatives implemented in the JFO zone,
including the establishment of NGO «ASAP
RESCUE», а military and civil initiative that
is responsible for rescue operations and
evacuation of sick and wounded on 30% of
the frontline (https://asap-rescue.com/).
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Our Partners

Funding
The Free Radio is supported by the European
Endowment
For
Democracy
Fund
(https://www.democracyendowment.eu/)
The Free Radio is currently looking for donor
support to secure the development of the only
independent radio station in the Donetsk region
and JFO zone.
Please follow this link to learn more on how the
cooperation with the Free Radio can help to
enhance the civil society in the war-scarred
region.

Contact Us
41/22 Ivana Kudri Street, Unit 56
Kyiv 01042, Ukraine
Phone: +38 (068) 401 88 28
Email: info@freeradio.com.ua
Website: freeradio.com.ua
Facebook: facebook.com/radiovilne
Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=trc.vilneradio freeradio.com.ua
+38 (099) 041 37 47 info@freeradio.com.ua

